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With the help of our community CASA of the 16th
JDC was able to provide every child in our care
with a wonderful Christmas season! In December,
we were able to host a Pancakes with Santa event
for our CASA children where they received gifts
from Santa himself! The Grinch was even available
to make a special appearance! No words can
capture the joy that could be felt in the room, but
you can see all the smiles that were had on our
Facebook page!

CASA :
BIRTHDAYS scheduled! Mark your calendars, March 16, 2023

will consist of a wonderfully fun night of celebration
and awareness! We love sharing this night with the

Shala Walls - Jan. 15 public and showing you just how much we are able
Carla JeanBatiste - Jan. 26 to achieve with your help. Our Galas are not only to
celebrate all things CASA, we want to celebrate

YOU! Further details to be determined.
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CLEARN MORE @
HISTORY OF MENTORSHIP

The custom of mentoring is so traditional

it even dates back before Greek mythology.
In “The Odyssey,” there is a character-
called the mentor-whose sole purpose is to
guide others in life. In more recent times,
some of us would think of Yoda, Albus
Dumbledore, or Mr. Miyagi as our most
memorable mentors. Mentoring does not
only include professional development, but
one can also be mentored in beauty, life
skills, craftsmanship and hobbies. The
supportive, healthy relationships formed
between mentors and mentees are both
immediate and long-term and contribute to
a host of benefits for mentors and
mentees.

« Increased high school graduation
rates, higher college enrollment rates,
and higher educational aspirations

« Healthier relationships and lifestyle

likelihood  of
initiating drug and alcohol use;

choices  (decreased
stronger relationships with parents,
teachers, and peers)

« Enhanced self-esteem and self-
confidence, improved behavior (both
at home & school), & improved

interpersonal skills
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MENTORING CASA CHILDREN
While CASA is not a youth mentorship

program, the outcomes of children involved
in CASA programs mimic those of children
involved in mentorship.

Some CASA cases can remain open for up
to a year or more, and Advocates are often
engaging with a child in need; constantly
watching out for their best interests and
providing them a voice in court. It's no
surprise that this, in turn, can build a
relationship of trust between a volunteer
and the child(ren) they are advocating for.
These relationships can last even past the
closure of the child's case!

CASA programs are positively impacting
the lives of abused and neglected children,
and data shows that children who are
assigned a CASA volunteer advocate are
more likely to:

« Find a safe, permanent home

« Spend less time in foster care

- Have fewer moves between foster
placements

« Do better in school

- Receive the services they need

« Avoid re-entry into foster care


https://youth.gov/youth-topics/mentoring
https://casa16jdc.org/become-an-advocate/
https://casa16jdc.org/become-an-advocate/
https://casa16jdc.org/become-an-advocate/
https://casa16jdc.org/become-an-advocate/
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Povertv Awareness Month

GLOBAL POVERTY

According to UNICEF, more than
700 million people still live in
extreme poverty today--children are
disproportionately  affected. An
estimated 356 million children live
in extreme poverty, struggling to
survive on less than $1.90 a day.

Across the world, about 1 billion
children are multidimensionally
poor, meaning they lack necessities
as basic as nutrition or clean water.
Due to COVID-19, in less than two

years, some 100 million
additional children have been
plunged into  multidimensional

poverty as well (@ 10% increase
since 2019).

FAMILY POVERTY

Families below the poverty line are 22
times more likely to be involved with
the child protection system than families
with incomes slightly above the line.
Neglect allegations include concerns over
inadequate food, clothing, shelter, child
care or medical care--conditions related
more to poverty and its stressors. In
2017, 27,871 children in the U.S. were
removed from their homes to foster care
due to inadequate housing. It s
estimated that 30 percent of children
in foster care could be returned home
if their families had adequate
housing.

As of December 2022, the 16th JDC had
164 children in foster care. In its
entirety, Louisiana had 3, 742 children
in foster care. Research shows that
one year of CASA advocacy costs less
than one of foster care. Children with
an advocate not only receive more
services critical to their well-being, they
are more likely to succeed in school, and
leave the foster system sooner than a
child without an advocate.

"CHILDREN ARE MORE LIKELY TO LIVE IN POVERTY THAN ADULTS
AND THEY'RE MORE VULNERABLE TO ITS EFFECTS."

CASA CORNER

CASA OF THE 16TH JDC INC | 337-359-9016
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HE ALICE PROJECT
Asset Limited, Income
Constrained, Employed

ALICE represents the growing number of households
in our communities that do not earn enough to
afford basic necessities. With income above the
Federal Poverty Level (FPL) but below a basic survival
threshold - defined as the ALICE Threshold — ALICE
households earn too much to qualify as “poor”
but are still unable to make ends meet. Of
Louisiana’s 1,735,620 households, 314,968 earned
below the FPL ($12, 140 for a single adult or
$25,100 for a family of four) in 2018, and another
576,381 were ALICE. The average ALICE Household
Survival Budget in Louisiana was $24,252 for a
single adult, $27,000 for a single senior, and
$69,732 for a family of four in 2018 - significantly
more than the FPL. The cost of living for ALICE is
growing significantly in both urban and rural areas,
driven by the cost of housing, health care costs,
natural/human-made disasters, and college living
expenses. Factors affected by this rising costs of
living are the child care industry, commuting times,
food insecurity, college living expenses, and financial
instability.



https://www.unicef.org/social-policy/child-poverty
https://www.unicef.org/social-policy/child-poverty
https://www.unicef.org/social-policy/child-poverty
https://www.louisianacasa.org/_files/ugd/61adbd_724f353c139f4696b5c2e0f5dc80df64.pdf
https://www.louisianacasa.org/_files/ugd/61adbd_724f353c139f4696b5c2e0f5dc80df64.pdf
https://www.louisianacasa.org/_files/ugd/61adbd_724f353c139f4696b5c2e0f5dc80df64.pdf
https://www.louisianacasa.org/_files/ugd/61adbd_94ba80c636844212ba21f90dc70048c7.pdf
https://www.louisianacasa.org/_files/ugd/61adbd_94ba80c636844212ba21f90dc70048c7.pdf
https://www.louisianacasa.org/_files/ugd/61adbd_94ba80c636844212ba21f90dc70048c7.pdf
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https://ndpa.org/its-national-bath-safety-month/
https://ndpa.org/its-national-bath-safety-month/
https://ndpa.org/its-national-bath-safety-month/
https://ndpa.org/its-national-bath-safety-month/
https://nationaltoday.com/national-bath-safety-month/
https://nationaltoday.com/national-bath-safety-month/

i

[
W\

Your teen sees a driver's license as a step toward freedom, but you might not be
sure your teen is ready for the road. One thing is certain: teens aren't ready to have the
same level of driving responsibility as adults. Due lack of skills and experience, teen
drivers have a higher rate of fatal crashes. They speed, they make mistakes, and they
get distracted easily - especially if their friends are in the car. To help your teen stay
safe behind the wheel, all 50 states and the District of Columbia have a three-stage

graduated driver licensing (GDL) system that limits high-risk driving situations for new
drivers. This approach can reduce your teen's crash risk by as much as 50%.

LOUISIANA'S GDL SYSTEM:
« Learner Stage: supervised driving, cumulating with a driving test
- Intermediate Stage: limiting unsupervised driving in high risk situations
« Full Privilege Stage: a standard driver's license.

EACH STAGE HAS IT'S OWN REQUIREMENTS. YOU CAN FIND LOUISIANA'S HERE.

NHTSA’s Teen Driving site contains information on states' driver licensing
requirements for teens as well as ideas and resources to help you-the parents-lay down
the ground rules with your aspiring driver before you hand over the car keys. Their
website provides in-depth information on some of the most common safety problems
novice teen drivers should avoid. Learn about the consequences of illegal alcohol use by
minors, the benefits of seat belt use, the growing epidemic of distracted driving, and

much more.
READ MORE ON TEEN DRIVING SAFETY



https://nationaltoday.com/national-bath-safety-month/
http://www.ghsa.org/state-laws/issues/teen%20and%20novice%20drivers
https://www.ghsa.org/state-laws/states/louisiana
https://www.ghsa.org/state-laws/states/louisiana
https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/teen-driving
https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/teen-driving

